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1.  Photograph Album of the Rose-Price Family.. 
Early 1900’s. 
Oblong 4to “Brownie” album, containing 245 original photos of various sizes captioned in 
ink, 2 watercolour sketches, and numerous clippings, newspaper stories etc. Somewhat 
scuffed and rubbed to binding, front inner hinge parted, text block strong and steady. A 
number of images have oxidised slightly and faded, and a handful, presumably as a result of 
the printing process, have taken on a purple sheen that affects detail slightly in some cases 
but is by no means disasterous. A rather diverse album with images from as far afield as 
Rangoon, Port Said, the Persian Gulf (an image of Arab gun runners particularly stands out), 
Paignton, Malta and Knutsford, no less, amongst many others including shipboard scenes, 
holidays on the lakes, tea parties in gardens and Lord Kitchener’s pet bear at play (!). All 
images are captioned with names, and places, and scattered in amongst them are related 
news clippings, announcements of family deaths, promotions and distinctions (”Bertie” in 
particular features in a couple of full page images of football teams from around 1911), also 
present are travel scenes of Burmese pagodas, Sikh soldiers, loading up mule boats in Aden 
and a number of images of upper class colonial service in an empire that was a mere handful 
of years away from being all but gone. As always, these collections of everyday images from a 
disappeared, and largely imaginary world, based upon the prosperity, fairness and 
invincibility of Post-Victorian Britain are fascinating, touching and infuriating in equal 
measure. 
[Ref: 754] £675





AN EARLY WORK ON THE ORIGINS AND OBTAINING OF AMBER 
2.  KLOBIUS, Justus Fidus. Ambrae Historiam ad Omnipotentis Dei gloriam, et 
Hominum Sanitatem.. 
Wittenberg: Sumptibus Haered D. Tobiae Mevii &  Elerdi Schumacheri, 1666. 
First edition. 4to. 76pp. Contemporary vellum, title in old manuscript hand to spine (some 
light staining). Woodcut device on title, headpieces and initials,  folding engraved map of 
Europe, Asia, and  Africa but also including northern part of ‘Terra Australis Incognita’ and 
‘Iapan Olim Chryse’, three engraved plates, including one folding, a folding map and one plate
slightly cropped, light browning. A first edition in contemporary binding of this scarce 
treatise on amber and ambergris, including its medicinal use, and its supposed origin, which 
discussion spanning eighteen differing opinions (collected from Madagascan bird dung, 
being one, delightfully illustrated example) is simply beautiful in its glorious deadpan 
investigations into exactly where amber, and indeed the completely unrelated substance of 
amber, might possibly come from. The discussions and deliberations apparently continued 
for some time, and occupied the minds of many an early scientist, my personal favourite 
being that it grows in Poland rather like coral. Klobius himself expresses some doubt with the 
whale hypothesis and tends towards the congealed dung of flocking birds, carried by the sea. 
A lovely depiction of the manner in which the natural world at so many points in its history 
was a vast landscape of seemingly unknowable mysteries and wonders.
"A book on amber, published by Justus Fidus Klobius of Wittenberg in 1666, examined eighteen 
opinions as to its origin and preferred the view that it was the dung of a bird native to 
Madagascar (illustrated in the book), the Maldives and East Indies, or possibly the excrement 
of a certain kind of whale" Thorndike.
Scarce, and beautiful. 
[Ref: 602] £1,750





3.  Le Fanu, J. Sheridan. A Lost Name.. 
London: Richard Bentley, 1868. 
First Edition. 8vo. Three volumes, bound in full maroon morocco, titled and decorated in gilt 
to spines. A twentieth century binding, solid, strong and eminently practical, although a trifle
barbarous in the niceties. Marbled endpapers, internally clean, mercifully free of all but the 
lightest spotting to prelims, a very good copy indeed. As was a habit with Le Fanu, A Lost 
Name is a reworking of two earlier stories; “The Evil Guest” from 1851’s deliriously beautiful 
“Ghost Stories & Tales of Mystery”, and the earlier and rather more sketchy “Some Account of 
The Latter Days of ghe Hon. Richard Marston of Dunoran.” Le Fanu, rather enjoyably and 
indeed, unsurprisingly, was often inspired by himself. As ever, the tone is perfect, the 
characterisation deep (mostly, Le Fanu seems to have a problem with clerical types, they tend 
to be the mid 19th century wikipedia entry for “Insipid and ineffectual.” in the midst of all the 
swirling intrigue and atmosphere), there’s a murder, a femme fatale (an excellent one!), a dark
prophecy, and the careful dancing on the marshy borderland of what constitutes reality, and 



what constitutes otherworldly weird. Put simply, Le Fanu is the best. Plus, this:
“Many fat, good humoured fellows smile at hell, if they do not sneer. And many bad men class
it with Styx and Tartarus - a bugbear and a fable. Eating drinking, dozing, comfortable friend! 
Willing to take a luxurious view of your Creator, and make the day of Judgement a good 
natured sham. God is good, you say; it cannot fare so ill with us. He is the God of love and 
mercy, and of every pleasant thing. Alas! And most certainly he is also the God of every Evil 
thing - the God of Pain, of Madness, and of Death. Look around on the gloom of this 
transitory world. If here and there is a broken light of Heaven, are there glimmerings and 
shadows of Hell? Are there not the hospitals, the madhouses, the prisons, the graveyards?”
I’ll be in my bunk.
Scarce.
[Ref: 755] £2,500



THE FIRST WORK ON THE HISTORY OF SPECTACLES AND EYEGLASSES. 
4.  Manni, Domenico Maria. Degli Occhiali da Naso Inventati da Salvino Armati. 
Florence: Anton-Maria Albizzini, 1738. 
First edition. 4to. Bound in contemporary soft card wraps, a little soiled here and there with 
some fraying to extremities. Internally clean, marginal spotting, untrimmed with 
exceptionally wide margins. Red and black title page, engraved title vignette by V. 
Franceschini. Elaborate historiated initials and some prodigiously elegant woodcut head and 
tale pieces. A beautiful thing; “The first book on the history of spectacles. Manni gave credit 
for the invention to the Florentine Amati” Garrison and Morton. Scarce. 
[Ref: 496] £500



5.  [Anon]. A Narrative of the Loss of the Kent East Indiaman by fire in the Bay of 
Biscay, on the 1st March 1825. In a Letter to a Friend, by A Passenger.. 
Edinburgh : Waugh & Innes, 1825. 
Third edition with additions. 8vo. Contemporary half brown calf with marbled paper covered 
boards. Light wear to edges and spine, red speckling decoration to all edges. Internally bright 
and clean. A very good copy. This lengthy printed account of the maiden voyage of the East 
Indiaman ship, the "Kent", relays the sinking and loss of the ship by fire in the Bay of Biscay, 
and the heroic rescue attempts by the passing crew of the Cambria, in great detail. 
The appendix includes varying contemporary letters and accounts by Captain Cook, Captain 
Cobb, passengers, the Secretary of War, the secretary of His Highness the Royal Duke of York,
and the Officers of the 31st Regiment. Fatalities totaled 94, and the loss of the Kent was later 



preserved in paintings by both William Daniel and Théodore Gudin. A solid piece of 
shipwreck narrative.
[Ref: 317] £250

MEMENTO MORI MANUSCRIPT FROM A VICTORIAN NOVELIST UPON HER SISTER’S DEATH. 
6.  Sinclair, Catherine. [MS] Private Memorials of Helen, Late Mrs. Stewart of 
Physgill. Written for her children, at the request of Mary Stewart, by her Sister.. 
1845. 
8vo. 93pp. in a neat and legible hand, approx 18000 words. Bound in black morocco with 
brass clasps, latch broken off, heavily worn to spine with most of the spine panel gone, 
revealing the linen and stitching of the spine. Despite this, the book is solid and durable, 
holding together very well despite its undeniable cosmetic battering. Marbled endpapers, all 
edges marbled, internally clean. Laid in at the front is a printing of “The Picture Letter by 
Catherine Sinclair” somewhat spotted and folded, printed in 1863 in the form of a rebus. 
Catherine Sinclair is probably best known (especially in her native Scotland, where there is an
impressive memorial to her achievements in Edinburgh) for pretty much revolutionising 
children’s literature in the 19th century, and in a rather more off the wall way, for being the 



person who revealed to the world that the anonymous author of the Waverley Novels was in 
fact Walter Scott (bookseller nightmares take place in a bookroom filled with 100 volume sets 
of unsold Waverley novels, gradually mouldering in a post-Victorian world which no longer 
worships Ivanhoe and Rob Roy. All unsold Scott sets have to be tied to the bookseller’s feet 
before his shade can attempt to make the crossing of the Styx, during which he also has to try 
and ensure that Charon gives him a reciprocal 20% discount on the crossing; only then will he
be permitted into Hades’ Auction House, where everything is really badly catalogued and 
with unfeasibly low estimates). Her rebus letters are particularly enjoyed, and her somewhat 
anarchic children’s work “Holiday House” was, and is, highly thought of. In addition to more 
mainstream works she was also an accomplished travel writer, penning works on Wales, The 
Shetland Isles, and the Western Isles of Scotland. This manuscript work is basically a 
memento mori for her sister Helen, of Physgill (a stately home of great antiquity in Scotland, 
and home for a long time to the Stewart family that Helen married into). Written for her 
sister’s children from a series of daily reports written by Catherine during her attendance on 
her sibling during “her very protracted illness”, they are a touching mix of memoir and 
anecdote, with some verbatim statements from the rapidly weakening Helen, who seems to 
have been very cognisant of her imminent death. The entire Sinclair family were staunch 
Scottish Presbyterian, and the Victorian obsession with God’s plan for all permeates a lot of 
the prose, as does the fanatical evangelisation of the dead and dying (more on Victorian 
establishment death cults another day), leading to what can only have been an orgy of 
mourning.

 
“Helen, amidst the wreck of all earthly things, cared only that her soul, and the souls of all she
loved should be saved. She said again with a look of tranquil pleasure; I have lived at peace 
with God and I die at peace with Him too. In the early morning Helen observed, as she 



generally did, the delight it was to hear the song of the birds. She added in a calm and very 
serious voice, how welcome the first streak of dawning day is to one like myself: who has 
doubted all night whether I should ever see another...”
Much of the narrative commentary is written in a characteristic style that today we would find
rather maudlin and purple, but, although very much of its age it transmits faultlessly both 
Catherine’s very real and deep regard for her sister and the responsibility of attending her 
deathbed; and the fluency and deftness of her writing talents. A rather moving and 
instructive volume. 
[Ref: 753] £975

17TH CENTURY DEMONOLOGY IN VELLUM 
7.  TORREBLANCA VALLAPANDUS, Francisco de [1580-1645]. Epitome delictorum, 
sive de Magia: in qua aperta vel occulta invocatio daemonis intervenit.. 
Lyon: Sumpt. Joannis Antonij Huguetan, 1678. 
4to. 576pp., [108] pp., plus index. Contemporary limp vellum, title in old manuscript on 
spine. Title page printed in red and black with engraved device, headpieces, initials and 
ornaments, printed largely in double column (title spotted and lightly stained, variable 



browning, spotting and staining throughout, some very slight worming at lower margins 
confined to index supplements). Later endpapers. First published in 1618, this work concerns 
demonology in its many forms, the power of the devil and scope of diabolical magics, and 
remedies for it and indeed prospective punishments and proscriptions. The work opens with 
a lengthy section on divination, augury and astrology, including a section on dream 
interpretation. Thorndike, in particular, discusses it at length as an important work on magic 
and demonology, albeit attempting to be somewhat all things to all (clergy) men and thus 
being somewhat tortuous in its jumbling together of all forms of magical and inexplicable 
phenomena, diabolical, terrestrial or otherwise without much classification. Brunet cites the 
1618 edition and erroneously states it to be the only one. Scarce, and thankfully pandering to 
my somewhat diabolical personal lust for contemporary limp vellum. 
[Ref: 603] £1,250
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